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The Th i rd Brazilian Co n f eren ce on Wo rkers’ Hea l t h

The date marking the 20 ye a rs of gro u n d breaking ex peri en ces with workers’ h e a l t h c a re
in the public health sys tem and the 3rd Brazilian Con feren ce on Workers’ Health (III

C N S T) to be held in Novem ber 2005 have inspired the publ i c a ti on of this special them e
i s su e . Over the co u rse of these 20 ye a rs we have ob s erved a slow and intri c a te proce s s
with adva n ces and relapses in the va rious forms of workers’ h e a l t h c a re . Hi s torical issu e s
i nvo lving hazardous working con d i ti ons sti ll pers i s t , ad ded to wh i ch are new probl em s
re su l ting from ch a n ges in the world of work in all sectors of the econ omy. Tod ay, t h ere is
an increasing heterogen ei ty of working and living situ a ti on s , wh ere differen ces are more

s tri k i n g, com peti ti on is sti f fer, and casu a l i z a ti on of work rel a ti ons is more inten s e . Th i s
mu l ti f aceted scen a rio of i n s t a bi l i ty and insec u ri ty at different levels and to different de-
grees sets the dominant tone for the majori ty of workers .

In the last 20 ye a rs , Brazil has wi tn e s s eda growing scien tific outp ut in specific gradu-
a te studies programs in Co ll ective Health and other fields of k n owl ed ge . Th ere has also
been impre s s ive intell ectual produ cti on from the servi ces sector re s pon s i ble for imple-

m en ting acti ons in the area of workers’ h e a l t h . De s p i te these adva n ces in the field of
k n owl ed ge , work as a referen ce and fundamental dimen s i on of l iving con d i ti ons has sti ll
not been assu m ed in daily public health practi ce or preven ti on and health prom o ti on
po l i c i e s .

This special theme issue was con ceived to con tri bute to the broad deb a te in prep a ra-
ti on for the 3rd Brazilian Con feren ce on Workers’ He a l t h . It com bines three types of con-

tri buti on s : (a) analytical and cri tical tex t s , n ece s s a ry for con tex tualizing the “s t a teof t h e
a rt”. This first group of a rti cles ex presses gen eral con cerns with the dimen s i on of h e a l t h
probl ems in major con ti n gents of the working pop u l a ti on and gaps in the incorpora ti on
of work issues by the Pu blic He a l t h / Co ll ective Health fiel d ; (b) arti cles rel a ted to re s e a rch
on specific segm ents of workers , em phasizing some of the more vu l n era ble groups in
con tem pora ry Brazilian soc i ety, as a co u n terp a rt to the em phasis on trad i ti onal re s e a rch

pri ori tizing what are con s i dered dynamic categories from the point of vi ew of t h eir pow-
er for social ch a n ge ; (c) the third group of a rti cles expands the conven ti onal theoreti c a l
f ra m ework and su ggests new pro s pects for acti on .

It is hoped that this ef fort at convening key sch o l a rs from the field wi ll spark the fun-
d a m ental ref l ecti ons and practi ces that we all pursu e . The ch a ll en ge is sti ll the same as
that iden ti f i ed in 1994 by the 2n d Brazilian Con feren ce on Workers’ He a l t h : to unify agen-

cies with a vi ew tow a rds an ef fective inter- s ector po l i c y, with social parti c i p a ti on . Th e
f act that the 3rd Con feren ce is being conven ed joi n t ly by the Mi n i s ters of He a l t h , L a-
bor / E m p l oym en t , and Social Sec u ri ty can repre s ent the beginning of a search to over-
come the re s i s t a n ce that has been bl ocking the unificati on of s t a te acti ons in Workers’
He a l t h . New players should now become invo lved , l i ke the Mi n i s tries of the Envi ron-
m ent and Agri c u l tu re , a m ong others . At this mom ent of c ri tical inven tory and cel ebra-

ti on , it is important to high l i ght that the restless and ren ewing forces are alive , s eeking to
act on a com p l ex hori zon and com m i t ted to the co u n try ’s working cl a s s e s .
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