The Third Brazilian Conference on Workers’ Health

The date marking the 20 years of groundbreaking experien ces with workers’ healthcare
in the public health system and the 3rd Brazilian Conference on Workers” Health (III
CNST) to be held in November 2005 have inspired the publication of this special theme
issue. Over the course of these 20 years we have observed a slow and intricate process
with advances and relapses in the various forms of workers’ healthcare. His torical issues
involving hazardous working conditions still persist, added to which are new problems
resulting from changes in the world of work in all sectors of the econ omy. Tod ay, there is
an increasing heterogen eity of working and living situations, wh ere differen ces are more
striking, competition is stiffer, and casualization of work relations is more intense. This
nultifaceted scenario of instability and insecurity at different levels and to different de-
grees sets the dominant tone for the majority of workers.

In the last 20 years, Brazil has witnesseda growing scientific output in specific gradu-
atestudies programs in Collective Health and other fields of knowledge. There has also
been impressive intellectual production from the services sector responsible for imple-
menting actions in the area of workers” health. Despite these advances in the field of
knowledge, work as a referen ce and fundamental dimension of living conditions has still
not been assumed in daily public health practice or prevention and health promotion
policies.

This special theme issue was con ceived to contribute to the broad debate in prepara-
ti on for the 3rd Brazilian Con feren ce on Workers’ Health. It com bines three types of con-
tributions: (a) analytical and critical texts, necessary for con tex tualizing the “state of the
art”. This first group of articles ex presses general con cerns with the dimension of health
probl ems in major contingents of the working population and gaps in the incorporation
of work issues by the Public Health/Coll ective Health fied; (b) arti clesrel ated toresearch
on specific segments of workers, emphasizing some of the more vulnerable groups in
contem porary Brazilian society, as a counterpart to the em phasis on traditional research
priori tizing what are con s i dered dynamic categories from the point of view of theirr pow-
er for social change; (c) the third group of articles expands the conven tional theoretical
framework and su ggests new pro s pects for action.

It is hoped that this ef fort at convening key scholarsfrom the field will spark the fun-
damental reflections and practices that we all pursue. The challenge is still the same as
that identified in 1994 by the 2nd Brazilian Con feren ce on Workers’ Health: to unify agen-
cies with a view towards an effective inter-sector policy, with social participation. The
fact that the 3rd Conference is being convened jointly by the Ministers of Health, La-
bor/Employment, and Social Security can represent the beginning of a search to over-
come the resistance that has been blocking the unification of state actions in Workers’
Health. New players should now become involved, like the Ministries of the Environ-
ment and Agriculture, among others. At this moment of critical inven tory and cel ebra-
tion, it is important to highlight that the restless and ren ewing forces are alive, s eeking to
act on a complex horizon and committel to the country’s working classes.
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