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Interview

some are protesting against it, but we’re going to see a top-down 
policy change that permits same-sex unions—although it must 
pass a citizen-wide referendum as well. This will affi rm the rights 
of couples not falling within the traditional ‘man–woman’ scheme 
and make for a happier, more peaceful society as a whole—even 
though there are those who maintain moral, prejudicial or religious 
arguments against it. 

MEDICC Review: Among all these complexities and 
diffi culties, what do you think the future holds for further 
advancement of Cuban women? 

Marta Núñez: Despite the material diffi culties and traditional 
gender constructs, Cuban women are empowered. For instance, 
some 75% of divorces are initiated by women [Cuba has one 
of the world’s highest divorce rates, with over 60% of all Cuban 

unions ending in divorce—Eds.] and women are encouraged to 
pursue careers in math, science and technology. Male colleagues 
are accustomed to having women bosses and coworkers 
and generally experience a spirit of collaboration, rather than 
competition and discrimination. During my research in the private 
sector, I’ve heard several opinions recently from people who were 
ready to emigrate, but now with more possibilities to improve their 
standard of living, have decided to stay and raise their families 
here. 

Obviously, women‘s advancement—and how to continue making 
strides—isn’t a clear-cut issue. It’s peppered with grey areas 
where many doubts and contradictions lurk. Nevertheless, I 
assure you, Cuban women have it better than women in many 
other contexts and cultures. And we intend to keep the gender 
lens trained on our society, to keep making progress.
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