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This book, the revised version of EP/
essentials, which was published in 1988
and has long been out of print, is a
welcome reference tool for national and
subnational immunization managers
in developing countries. It provides
practical information for improving the
delivery of immunization services. The
book is available free, either by down-
loading a PDF file or in print format,
the latter being compact enough to fit
into the bags of immunization officers
in the field. The language is clear and
simple for readers whose first language
is not English. Colourful pictures, small
boxes, tables and diagrams are used effec-
tively to supplement and explain the
text. References at the end of every sec-
tion provide the reader with sources for
more in-depth information. The large
number of technical reviewers of the
text is impressive and a wide breath of
immunization expertise is represented.

Sections are included on current
relevant immunization issues: The
Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immu-
nization and its support for strengthen-
ing immunization services; introduction
of new vaccines and technologies; costs
and financing of immunization services;
and the work of national Inter-agency
Coordination Committees.

The roles of different levels of the
health system in immunization service
delivery and the impact of reforms of
the health sector are well described. Key
contributors to immunization pro-
gramme management are also covered;
the public and private sectors, (nongov-
ernmental organizations and for-profit
providers). However, the overview of
immunization essentials, which appears
at the end of the first chapter, would
have been better placed at the beginning

of this chapter for easier reference. Inclu-
sion of a brief description of how to use
programme information for drafting an-
nual plans of action and multi-year plans
would also have improved the book.
The key areas of immunization
service delivery, vaccine supply and
quality, cold chain and logistics, injec-
tion safety, information management,
disease surveillance and communication
for the expanded programme on im-
munization (EPI) are well covered and
in enough detail for managers. Vaccine-
preventable diseases appear as the final
chapter, which makes this information
easily accessible for readers. A brief
description of service delivery strategies
is included. In the chapter on delivery
of immunization services, practical tips
are offered on how to increase the use
of routine services, including reaching
the unreached — although the poor
(who have been identified as a major un-
reached subgroup) are not mentioned.
Analysis and use of routine data is
one of the challenges faced by develop-
ing countries. Immunization essentials
describes a variety of approaches for
using such data at various levels of the
health system, including the facility level.
Detailed information is provided on
how to manage records and monitor and
evaluate programmes; and practical tips
are given on how to manage challenges
such as drop-outs and inconsistent data.
The chapters on vaccine supply and
cold chain outline how to order supplies
and manage stocks. Practical suggestions
are offered on how to reduce vaccine
wastage, a relevant area that needs to
be addressed with the introduction of
newer, more expensive vaccines.
Although disease surveillance
and immunization service delivery are
often located in different departments
in ministries of health, the inclusion
of disease surveillance in this manual
is a useful reminder to managers about
the link between service provision and
its impact on disease prevalence. The
descriptions of the different types of
surveillance and of laboratory services
as well as how to handle outbreaks at
the local level offer useful insights on
preventing disease outbreaks.

The print version of the manual
has a wire binding, which makes it
easier to fold the book in the field with-
out destroying it. Health workers on
long, supervisory field trips will find it a
compulsory companion. The fact that
this book is free ensures that cost is not
a barrier to its availability in develop-
ing countries. Overall, the book is well
written and I would recommend its use
to national, provincial, and district direc-
tors of health services as well as other
public health officers in the field who are
involved in immunization activities. It
is a welcome addition to the immuniza-
tion literature available to developing
countries. M
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As pointed out by John D. Clemens &
Hye-Won Koop in their chapter of this
book entitled “Phase 3 studies of vac-
cines”, the National Institutes of Health
Jordan Report 2000: Accelerated Develop-
ment of Vaccines documented approxi-
mately 350 vaccine candidates at some
stage of research and development in
2000. A similar enumeration carried
out a decade earlier came up with a total
of about 170 candidates. Thus in 10
years we have seen a doubling in the
number of possible new vaccines that
could be introduced to control infec-
tious diseases, cancers, allergies, and
other human maladies.

This comprehensive book, consist-
ing of 10 chapters written by leading
experts in almost all facets of the vaccine
research and development enterprise,
should be a standard reference work for
anyone from student to senior profes-
sional interested in the current chal-
lenges in and prospects for the science
of vaccines. What becomes acutely clear
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