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Aid for Trade: an opportunity to increase fruit and vegetable supply
Anne Marie Thow? & Shishir Priyadarshi®

Abstract Low fruit and vegetable consumption is an important contributor to the global burden of disease. In the wake of the United
Nations High-level Meeting on Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs), held in September 2011, a rise in the consumption of fruits and
vegetables is foreseeable and this increased demand will have to be met through improved supply. The World Health Organization, the
Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Bank have highlighted the potential for developing countries to benefit nutritionally and
economically from the increased production and export of fruit and vegetables.

Aid for Trade, launched in 2005 as an initiative designed to link development aid and trade holistically, offers an opportunity for the
health and trade sectors to work jointly to enhance health and development. The Aid for Trade work programme stresses the importance
of policy coherence across sectors, yet the commonality of purpose driving the Aid for Trade initiative and NCD prevention efforts has not
been explored.

In this paper food supply chain analysis was used to show health policy-makers that Aid for Trade can provide a mechanism for
increasing the supply of fruits and vegetables in developing countries. Aid for Trade is an existing funding channel with clear accountability
and reporting mechanisms, but its priorities are determined with little or no input from the health sector. The paper seeks to enable public
health policy-makers, practitioners and advocates to improve coherence between trade and public health policies by highlighting Aid for
Trade's potential role in this endeavour.
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Introduction

The United Nations General Assembly and the World Health
Organization have encouraged intersectoral collaboration in
the fight against non-communicable diseases (NCDs).' How-
ever, few constructive opportunities for practical intersectoral
collaboration in the areas of food and trade have been docu-
mented; most research conducted so far has focused instead on
the barriers to collaboration and on the health risks associated
with changes in trade policy.”™* This article describes how an
initiative known as Aid for Trade, which is an established
mechanism for development funding, can become an avenue
for collaboration between the trade and health sectors.

Fruits and vegetables are important components of
healthy diets. Their consumption in plentiful amounts reduces
the risk of chronic, non-communicable diseases, particularly
cardiovascular disease and cancer.”® At present, the health
sector is primarily involved in efforts to increase the demand
for fruits and vegetables through settings-based and promotion
initiatives that have proved effective.””!" Investment in these
demand-side interventions is likely to increase in the wake of
the 2011 United Nations General Assembly High-level Meeting
on Non-communicable Diseases.! Consumption of fruits and
vegetables is still far below the recommended level for effec-
tive health promotion and disease prevention in developed
and developing countries.''~"” Research has shown the need to
increase the supply of fruits and vegetables to support demand-
generating interventions aimed at improving people’s eating
habits and reducing the risk of chronic disease.'** A recent
report on chronic disease prevention calls on health policy-
makers to “better leverage agriculture to produce desirable
health and nutrition outcomes”.'®

Fruit and vegetable production, trade and consumption
have risen markedly in developing countries over the past 30

years, particularly in Asia."” However, much untapped produc-
tion potential still exists in these countries, where improving
the quantity, quality and distribution of fresh produce is
fraught with difficulties."’ Post-harvest losses keep many farm-
ers from entering local and international markets, largely on
account of a lack of infrastructure for product transport and
processing.'®*. In India, for example, an estimated 30-40%
of the fruits and vegetables grown are lost after the harvest."
Tariff and non-tariff barriers imposed by high-income coun-
tries, including sanitary and phytosanitary restrictions, also
reduce the capacity for export.”

Increasing the availability of fruits and vegetables will re-
quire upstream policy investment by the agriculture, develop-
ment and trade sectors. The health sector plays a smaller role,
yet it can strategically guide investment and decision-making
in these sectors to improve policy coherence among them and
support health goals.

Fruits and vegetables are a high-value food group; they
are rich in nutrients and can be a valuable source of income
for farmers.”"** Increasing their supply will thus have flow-on
population health benefits as well as economic advantages for
producers and distributors.”* Investment in this area presents
an opportunity to improve policy coherence and collabora-
tion between the health and economic sectors. Foreseeable
benefits include the expanded production and availability
of healthy foods, a more reliable supply of products for local
and export markets and economic growth for the rural sec-
tor. In this context, Aid for Trade represents an opportunity
for intersectoral collaboration to increase the availability of
fruits and vegetables locally and globally. Aid for Trade is one
of the few sources of aid for development that have continued
to increase despite the global financial crisis. However, the
health sector has little or no involvement in the direction of
its funds, which are substantial, at the global or national level.
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This paper describes an opportunity
for health sector involvement in Aid
for Trade decision-making processes,
to promote public health and economic
benefits. Such collaboration is supported
by the recent report Aid for Trade at a
glance 2011: showing results* and the
current Aid for Trade action plan, which
identify the need for collaboration with
the health sector in Aid for Trade initia-
tives.”” Despite growing investment in
Aid for Trade activities related to agri-
culture, such activities have rarely been
directed towards food crop production
(Fig. 1).

For the health sector to engage
effectively in this decision-making pro-
cess, health policy-makers, practitioners
and advocates must understand the ex-
isting policy frameworks and priorities
and frame collaboration in terms of the
benefit to both health and trade. In this
paper we systematically show how Aid
for Trade could serve to address critical
barriers to the supply of fruit and veg-
etables. We then consider how health
sector involvement could promote
equity in agricultural development, as
well as improve the supply of healthy
foods. Since health sector professionals
already know the benefits of improv-
ing the fruit and vegetable supply, we
focus on the case they need to make to
potential collaborators from the trade
and development sectors.

Understanding Aid for Trade

The aim of Aid for Trade is to help
developing countries, especially the
least developed countries, to build the
supply-side capacity and trade-related
infrastructure they need to benefit from
opportunities to access markets and
expand their trade. Although in recent
years some developing countries have
become internationally competitive
producers, many others have failed to
fully benefit from emerging trade and
investment opportunities. The ability
of developing countries to produce and
compete in the modern agricultural
economy is undermined by weak supply
capacities, which can be as detrimental
to export development as market access
barriers.”””* Many developing countries
need resources to upgrade ports, tele-
communications, customs facilities and
institutions. Aid for Trade is designed to
address these problems and to enable
countries to build capacity through
information, policies, institutions, infra-
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Fig. 1. Agriculture-related Aid for Trade flows
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Fig. 2. The Aid for Trade agenda
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Reproduced with permission of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.”

structure and a vibrant private sector.”
Although import restrictions, including
quantitative ones, continue to under-
mine export development, these are
beyond the remit of Aid for Trade and, as
a result, beyond the scope of this paper.
They are being addressed in other fora,
such as the Doha Development Round.

Aid for Trade works in the following
domains: productive capacity, economic
infrastructure; trade policy and regulations;
and trade-related adjustment (Fig. 2). Its
annual expenditure expanded from an
average of 25.1 thousand million United
States dollars (US$) in 2002-2005 (base-
line) to US$ 40.1 thousand million in 2009.
If non-concessional financing activities
are included, the figure for Aid for Trade
financing grows much larger, to about
US$ 90 thousand million in 2009. Economic
infrastructure accounts for the largest
expenditure in this total.

Aid for Trade priorities are deter-
mined through collaboration between
donors and recipient countries, with
input from multilateral institutions into
national strategic plans and priority-
setting.” As a result, health practitioners
and policy-makers at the national and
international levels have the opportu-
nity to influence Aid for Trade funding
directions and priorities. Aid for Trade
activities are usually managed in each
country by the central planning and fi-
nance departments. In donor countries,
development aid departments play a
leading role.

Aid for Trade is an appropriate
mechanism for investing in fruit and
vegetable production because of its
broad remit. It deals with internal and
cross-border transport as well as stor-
age, technology and infrastructure, in
addition to agricultural development.
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Because Aid for Trade can help improve
the quality of agricultural produce and
facilitate market access, it shares with
the health sector the objective of increas-
ing the supply of fruits and vegetables.
Aid for Trade can be directed towards
helping developing countries to become
a part of the global and regional produc-
tion networks and supply chains. In the
case of fruit and vegetable production,
Aid for Trade can help by investing in
infrastructure and training to ensure
quality and productivity throughout the
supply chain.

A Swiss-funded cashew nut value
chain project in Mozambique offers an
example of Aid for Trade support. The
aim was to help producers enhance the
value of the base crop by implementing
eco- and socio-friendly ways to process
high-quality and specialty products,”
adopting quality standards and label cer-
tification, and enhancing market access
through compliance with international
norms and standards, marketing sup-
port, matchmaking and export/import
promotion. The project was imple-
mented by TechnoServe, a nongovern-
mental organization, with 668 000 Swiss
francs (approximately US$ 589 845 at
the exchange rate applicable on 1 Janu-
ary 2008). The result was an enormous
increase in the proportion of exported
cashews that were processed, from zero
in 2002 (out of 50 000 tons exported) to
36% in 2008 (of 66 000 tons exported).
Between 2001 to 2008, the cashew nut
processing industry in Mozambique
enjoyed an aggregate positive impact of
US$ 11.5 million. The direct beneficia-
ries were close to 5000 factory workers,
50% of whom were women, and 5500
farming households, the primary cashew
nut producers.”

Production and availability
in low-income countries

Developing countries face policy-related
and structural barriers to fruit and vege-
table production and availability. In this
section, we use consumption-oriented
food supply chain analysis — a method
developed to improve the nutritional
and healthful aspects of the food sup-
ply - to assess barriers and opportuni-
ties to increase the supply of fruit and
vegetables.”’ The downstream aspects
of retailing and promotion/labelling are
not discussed because they are outside
the scope of this paper.
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Table 1. A consumption-oriented food supply chain analysis of barriers to fruit and
vegetable production and availability

Step in food supply chain

Barriers to fruit and vegetable
production and availability

Inputs into agricultural
production

Access to credit for farmers**
Access to technical assistance and infrastructure (e.g.

irrigation, transport, agricultural extension support)****

Agricultural production

Ability to meet quality standards for both home and

export markets (particularly meeting international
standards under the Agreement on Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures)”*#*

Ability to meet retail standards for traceability and food

safety”’
Primary food storage and
processing

Access to appropriate storage to maintain quality,
including access to relevant technology (e.g. refrigeration,

controlled atmosphere) %%

Ability to invest in small-scale food processing to add
value and improve shelf-life (e.g. freezing, canning) """

Distribution, transport, and trade

Availability of appropriate transport technology and

infrastructure'"*

The supply chain involves the fol-
lowing:

o inputs into agricultural production,
i.e. natural resource inputs, such as
land and water; human inputs, such
as labour; and external inputs, such
as seeds, fertilizers, pesticides and
mechanized vehicles;

o agricultural production, i.e. the pro-
duction of arable crops (grains, oil-
seeds), horticultural products (fruits,
vegetables), fish (farmed, wild), meat
and dairy products;

o primary food storage and process-
ing, e.g. refrigeration and freezing
(perishable foods), canning (e.g. veg-
etables), slaughtering (meat), milling
(flour) and crushing (oilseeds);

o distribution, transport and trade, e.g.
conveyance by truck from farm to a
local market or from packing house
to warehouse or by plane to another
country.

The main barriers to fruit and
vegetable supply are technical impedi-
ments to improving produce quality
(which limits saleability); infrastructural
deficits affecting production (e.g. poor
irrigation); problems with postharvest
storage and processing (e.g. inadequate
refrigeration capacity); and transport
difficulties (e.g. bad roads). All of these
result in product volumes that are unre-
liable and unable to fulfil major buyers’
orders and market demand (Table 1).

Many of these barriers, which are
caused by a lack of agricultural capacity
and infrastructure resulting from years
of underinvestment, affect production
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for both domestic and export markets.*

Most farmers in developing countries
direct their produce to both traditional
and modern supply chains, both of
which would benefit from investment in
infrastructure.”>*” Fruit and vegetable
producers in developing countries are
struggling to survive in a weak global
economy and to develop their agricul-
tural production and processing mecha-
nisms in line with global trends in the
demand for certain products, such as
frozen foods.*

Opportunities to expand
availability

Current recommendations regarding
agriculture for development favour the
Aid for Trade model, which is based on
increasing productivity by improving
markets rather than subsidies.’® The
World development report 2008: agri-
culture for development highlights good
local consultation strategies as essential
and supports collaborative governance
models, such as the one used for Aid
for Trade.”

The main avenues for Aid for
Trade investment to increase fruit and
vegetable supply are: (i) facilitating
producer access to technical assistance
to improve the quality of produce,
(ii) improving infrastructure to enable
the efficient transfer of produce from
producers to markets, and (iii) helping
governments to develop effective sup-
portive policies and improve processes
for agricultural production and export.
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Table 2 shows the scope for Aid for
Trade investment in certain priority
areas to overcome barriers to fruit and
vegetable availability.

Overcoming barriers

Case stories prepared for the recent Aid
for Trade review** serve to illustrate
strategies and opportunities for over-
coming barriers to improving the fruit
and vegetable supply. Several of these
stories report on projects financed by
donors to help producers in meeting
product quality standards. In one proj-
ect, experts developed a tool kit to help
farmers in Latin America comply with
sanitary and phytosanitary measures
and improve agricultural health and
food safety services. In China, a similar
project funded by Canada developed a
programme to train small farmers, agri-
cultural extension workers and govern-
ment officials in food safety and World
Trade Organization marketing rules.

The Standards and Trade Develop-
ment Facility (STDF), which supports
developing countries in building their
capacity to implement sanitary and phy-
tosanitary standards to gain or maintain
access to markets, offers another exam-
ple of Aid for Trade support. The STDF
has provided support and funding for
the development and implementation of
projects that promote compliance with
international sanitary and phytosanitary
requirements. A project in Rwanda on
horticulture export standards addressed
capacity-building needs in areas such
as sensitization and awareness raising
for targeted value chains, promotion of
good practices and legal and regulatory
reform.

Aid for Trade projects have also
been used to facilitate trade and as
avenues for reducing costs in the value
chain. Because fruit and vegetables can
perish during transport and storage,
growers and distributors need access
to the right technology to maintain
product quality after the harvest. Border
delays can increase costs significantly.”
Technical assistance to farmers and
distributors, investment in transport
infrastructure, improved access to
technology and reduced border delays
are all important for reducing costs and
time involved in trade. For example,
investment in technology to support
cotton farmers in Benin, Burkina Faso,
Chad and Mali reduced input costs and
helped the farmers to diversify their
crops, which increased their incomes.
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Table 2. Scope for Aid for Trade investment in certain priority areas to overcome
barriers to fruit and vegetable availability

Barrier Priority

Investment area

Poor quality produce

and export markets
Inadequate
perishable product
transport and storage

Compliance with sanitary and
phytosanitary requirements to meet
product quality standards in domestic

Trade facilitation through improved
processes and reduced time in
transit; improvements to transport

Provision of technical
assistance, including
distribution of seeds and
fertilizer

Road improvement;
improvements to technology
and provision of technical
assistance

Improved border control
capacity and policies

facilities infrastructure

Lack of policy Services trade policies (e.g. reducing
support for distribution costs); support
production and to proactive industry-specific
distribution government policies

In Mozambique, investment in trade
facilitation reduced the border clearing
time for goods from 30 days to about 2
to 5 days.

Finally, Aid for Trade can be di-
rected towards developing supportive
policies, specifically pro-active industry-
specific government policies, which
are essential for effectively developing
agricultural productive capacity. They
involve investment in infrastructure
(e.g. roads or irrigation) as well as
measures to support farmers in growing
high-value crops and gaining access to
markets.”> Aid for Trade has supported
smallholder farmers in Pakistan, where
over 1000 farming households were
linked directly to dairy companies,
which eliminated middlemen. Support-
ive policies could also include actions to
remedy the lack of information among
farmers regarding export markets.

Agricultural development,
health and equity

Vertical integration associated with
improved efficiency and safety of the
food-chain has raised the concern that
expanding export-oriented industry
may be favouring large enterprises to the
exclusion of smallholder farmers, who
tend to be the poorest, and may be lead-
ing to a loss of social welfare.* Since this
can undermine public health, strategies
to increase fruit and vegetable supply
must minimize any negative flow-on
effects. Recent studies have indicated
that when strategies are implemented
in a consultative manner, smallholder
farmers can actually benefit.”>*#0-+

In the interests of improving equity
and of ensuring that supply-side inter-
ventions have minimal negative flow-on

effects, the health sector must cham-
pion engagement and consultation with
smallholder farmers and others who
could be affected by Aid for Trade policy
decisions.” Research indicates that, with
support for market infrastructure, “there
is no reason why smallholders should be
excluded in a world where organized re-
tail is expanding rapidly”.”**” The health
sector also needs to actively engage with
and support agricultural research on the
effect of globalization on farmers’ and
labourers’ incomes, as well as on food
security and nutritional status.

Another concern is that a greater
supply of fruits and vegetables could
step up exportation at the expense of
local fruit and vegetable consumption
and local food security. Research on
agricultural food systems in developing
countries shows that farmers who par-
ticipate in modern food supply chains
also participate in traditional food sys-
tems.”® As a result, trade-related invest-
ment in technologies and infrastructure
that reduce post-harvest losses is also
likely to improve food availability in
local markets. In addition, agriculture-
based economic growth has been shown
to accrue to the poorest much more
than growth in the non-agricultural
economy.” Hence, improvements to
agricultural productivity and supply
and reductions in post-harvest losses
are likely to improve food security, even
among poor farmers. However, it will be
important for the health and agricultural
sectors to implement additional policies
when needed to promote and support
food security.'®

From a health perspective it is also
important to consider the environmen-
tal implications of increasing fruit and
vegetable supply and trade.** Although
the food trade generates carbon emis-
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sions through “food miles” (food trans-
port), production by smallholders in
developing countries using less sophis-
ticated technologies is likely to generate
a smaller carbon footprint than some
locally produced foods.” Transport has
a smaller impact on the environment
than production-related activities. The
impact of these varies by type of food;
the production of meat and processed
foods has a much higher environmental
impact than that of fresh produce.**

What the health sector
needs to know

Aid for Trade is one of the few sources
of aid for development that is stable and
experiencing growth. At present the
health sector has very little input into
how Aid for Trade funds are allocated.
This is an opportune moment to inves-
tigate opportunities for collaboration,
since more than half of the reporting
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donors are planning to revise their Aid
for Trade strategies in 2013.** Health
departments should make central plan-
ning and finance departments aware
of the potential health and economic
benefits, for both developed and de-
veloping countries, of directing Aid for
Trade to fresh produce markets. From a
practical and administrative perspective,
it makes sense to use existing channels
of expertise and funding. Aid for Trade
provides a framework for strengthening
food production capacity, infrastruc-
ture and accountability. To maximize
intersectoral collaboration and policy
coherence, health policy-makers and
advocates need to be familiar with the
language and priorities of the trade and
development sectors.

Aid for Trade is not the only way
to improve policy coherence between
the trade and health sectors. However,
it offers the potential to initiate a dia-
logue between these sectors to support

future collaboration. Policy-makers and
practitioners in these sectors pursue dif-
ferent aims and their priorities differ.
These differences need to be taken into
account when developing intersectoral
collaboration. For example, the national
policy space for public health interven-
tion can be threatened by free trade
agreements.”” However, the importance
of health to development is widely
acknowledged. Dani Rodrik, a highly
influential economist, has recently ar-
gued that democracies need to prioritize
social commitments, including those
pertaining to health, over the demands
of the global economy.* In this vein, we
consider Aid for Trade to increase fruit
and vegetable production and supply a
feasible strategy that will help reap both
health and economic benefits and pave
the way for dialogue leading to future
collaboration. M
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Résumé

L'Aide pour le commerce: une occasion d'accroitre l'offre en fruits et de Iégumes

La faible consommation de fruits et de légumes contribue de maniere
significative a la charge mondiale de morbidité. Au lendemain de
la Réunion de haut niveau des Nations Unies sur les maladies non
transmissibles (MNT), qui sest tenue en septembre 2011, une hausse de
la consommation de fruits et de légumes est a prévoir, et cette demande
accrue devra étre satisfaite par une offre accrue. 'Organisation mondiale
de la Santé, I'Organisation des Nations Unies pour I'alimentation et
I'agriculture et la Banque mondiale ont mis en évidence le potentiel
existant, pour les pays en voie de développement, a bénéficier sur le
plan nutritionnel et économique de 'augmentation de la production
et de l'exportation de fruits et de légumes.

L'Aide pour le commerce, lancée en 2005 en tant qu'initiative
visant a lier de maniere holistique I'aide au développement et le
commerce, permet aux secteurs de la santé et du commerce de travailler
conjointement afin d'améliorer la santé et de renforcer le développement.
Le programme de travail de I'Aide pour le commerce met 'accent sur

limportance de la cohérence des politiques intersectorielles, pourtant
lobjectif commun motivant linitiative de 'Aide pour le commerce et
les efforts de prévention liés aux MNT n'a pas été étudié.

Dans ce document de travail, I'analyse de la chaine de
I'approvisionnement alimentaire été utilisée pour montrer aux décideurs
des politiques de santé que I'Aide pour le commerce peut fournir un
mécanisme d'augmentation de l'offre en fruits et légumes dans les
pays en voie de développement. lAide pour le commerce est un canal
de financement préexistant, aux responsabilités et aux mécanismes
déclaratifs clairs. Toutefois ses priorités sont déterminées avec peu ou
pas d'apport de la part du secteur de la santé. Ce document de travail
vise a permettre aux décideurs de la santé publique, aux praticiens et
aux défenseurs d'améliorer la cohérence entre commerce et politiques
de santé publique, en mettant en avant le role potentiel de 'Aide pour
le commerce dans cette entreprise.

Pesiome

Momoub B NHTepecaxX TOProssn: BO3SMOXHOCTb YBEINYNTb NOCTABKN (I)pyKTOB 1 oBoOLLeNn

Huskoe notpebnervie GpyKTOB 1 OBOLEN ABNAETCA BaKHbIM
rnobanbHbIM GakTopom wabonesaeMocT. COrnacHoO BbIBOAAM
coBellanua leHepanbHo Accambner OOH BbICOKOrO YpOBHA
no npodunakTnke HeMHPeKUMOHHbLIX 3abonesanuin (HI3),
cocToABlWerocsa B ceHTAbpe 2011 r. NPOrHo3npyeTca pocT
notpebneHnsa GPyKTOB 1 OBOLLEN, U [aHHbIM pacTyLuii CNpoc
[O/KEH ObITb YAOBNETBOPEH 3a CUET POCTa NPEeAIOKEHMS.
BcemvipHan opraHv3aumns 3apaBooxpaHeHns, INpogoBobCTBeHHan
N CenbCKOXO3AMCTBEHHAnA opraHm3auua v BcemupHbin baHk
nofYepKHyv NOTeHUManN AN Pa3BUBAIOWMXCSA CTPaH, Kak C TOUKM
3peHUA NMUTaHKSA, TaK U SKOHOMMKM, OT YBENNUYEeHNA NPOM3BOACTBA
1 3KCMopPTa GPYKTOB 1 OBOLLEN.

MHnumatvea «[omolb B MHTepecax Toprosamy (Aid for Trade),
3anyuweHHasa 8 2005 r., npu3BaHa LEenoCTHO CBA3aTb MOMOLb B
Pa3BUTNV M TOPrOBAI0, 06eCmeunBan BOIMOXHOCTb COTPYAHMYECTBA
3TWX OoTpachieit B Uenax yKpenneHua 340poBbA U Pa3BuTuA.
[laHHaa vHWUMaTMBa C CaMoro Havana noadepKmBana BakHOCTb

COrNacoBaHHOCTY MOMUTVKIM B PaA3NnyHbIX chepax, OAHaKo He
6blNa NoApPOOHO OnMcaHa OBWHOCTL Lienel, nexatix B OCHoBe
nporpammsl «[loMollb B MHTepecax TOProBAM», U YCUIWIA MO
npodunaktrke H3.

B HacToALLEN CTaTbe NPOBOAWTCA aHaNM3 NMALLEBOW LIENN C LIEMbIO
MoKa3aTb NONMTVKaM B 00N1aCTH 3paBOOXPaHeHNs, YTO MHKLMATLBA
«[ToMOLLb B MHTEPECAX TOPrOBAV» MOXET 00EeCNeUnTb MeXaH13m
YBENMYEHMA NOCTaBOK GPYKTOB 1 OBOLLIEH B PA3BMBAIOLLIVXCA CTPAHaX.
VHuumaTiBa «MoMoLLb B MHTEpeCax TOproBvy» NPeAcTaBisaeT codoi
CYLIECTBYIOLLWI KaHan GUHAHCUPOBAHMA C YETKMMM MEXaHU3MaMY
OTBETCTBEHHOCTM 11 OTUETHOCTM, HO €€ MPUOPUTETHI HEAOCTATOYHO
YUUTHIBAIOT UM MOYUTY HE YUUTBIBAIOT B3aMMOJENCTBIE C 061acTbio
30paBooxpaHeHua. Llenblo cTaTbu ABNAeTCA pasbACHeHne
noTeHumana nporpaMmbl «[1oMOLLb B MHTepecax TOProsim»
LieNbto MOBbICUTb COMNAcOBAHHOCTb YCUINI NMOMMTYKOB, NPAKTUKOB
N CTOPOHHWKOB 6osiee TeCHOro B3aVMOAENCTBIUA TOProBan 1
00UIECTBEHHOTO 3[]PaBOOXPaHEHWA.

Resumen

Ayuda para el Comercio: una oportunidad para incrementar el suministro de fruta y verdura

El consumo bajo de frutay verdura contribuye de formaimportante ala
carga de morbilidad en el mundo. A raiz de la reunién de alto nivel de
las Naciones Unidas sobre enfermedades no transmisibles, celebrada
en septiembre de 2011, se prevé un aumento en el consumo de fruta y
verdura, y se deberd hacer frente a esa demanda mayor incrementando
el suministro. La Organizacion Mundial de la Salud, la Organizacién de
las Naciones Unidas para la Agricultura y la Alimentacién y el Banco
Mundial han destacado la posibilidad que tienen los paises en desarrollo
de beneficiarse econémica y nutricionalmente de este aumento de la
produccién y exportacion de fruta y verdura.

Ayuda para el Comercio, que comenzé en el afio 2005 como una
iniciativa disefiada para unir por completo la ayuda al desarrollo y el
comercio, ofrece a los sectores de la salud y del comercio la oportunidad
de trabajar juntos para mejorar la salud y el desarrollo. El programa
de trabajo de Ayuda para el Comercio enfatiza la importancia de la
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coherencia de las estrategias en todos los sectores, aunque la mayor
parte del objetivo de la iniciativa Ayuda para el Comercio y los esfuerzos
de prevencion de enfermedades no transmisibles no se han examinado
todavia.

En este articulo se empled un andlisis de la cadena de suministro de
alimentos para mostrar a los legisladores que Ayuda para el Comercio
puede proporcionar un instrumento para incrementar el suministro
de fruta y verdura en los paises en desarrollo. Ayuda para el Comercio
es un canal de financiacién existente con una responsabilidad clara y
mecanismos de presentacion de informes, pero sus prioridades estan
poco 0 nada condicionadas por aportaciones del sector sanitario. El
presente documento pretende permitir a los legisladores de la sanidad
publica, médicosy abogados mejorar la coherencia entre las estrategias
comerciales y de salud publica destacando el posible papel de Ayuda
para el Comercio en este empefio.
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